
Clark/Jorgensen Cabin Rules 

 

The Clark/Jorgensen Cabin (also known as the “Governor’s Cabin” or the “Jorgensen’s Hunting Lodge”) is 

owned by the GUNNISON VALLEY HOUSING FOUNDATION (GVHF), a Colorado  nonprofit, tax exempt 

corporation whose address is P.O. Box 1742, Gunnison, Colorado 81230.  Information about the cabin, 

and the 15 acres upon which it is situated, may be obtained from the GVHF website 

http://gunnisonvalleyhousingfoundation.org/  or from board member Don Graham (970-641-1709, 

doncgraham@roadrunner.com).  The physical address of the cabin is 8830 CR 743, Gunnison, Colorado 

81230.  It was built between 1932 and 1933 by Ben and Alberta Jorgensen of Gunnison.  Much of the 

private land adjacent to the cabin parcel is currently owned by the Trust for Public Land (TPL), and is in 

the process of being transferred to the U.S. Forest Service.  At the present time, the GVHF and the TPL 

manage the TPL land and the cabin jointly.  The TPL lands and the cabin are open to use by the public 

with permission from GVHF.  Due to Gunnison County and Bureau of Land Management road closures 

and road conditions, motorized access to the cabin and the TPL land is generally not possible between 

early March and late May.  During the summer the cabin has historically been used for public and 

private retreats.  In the fall, hunters use the cabin and the TPL land for deer and elk hunting.  In the 

winter, the cabin is accessible by skiing in or by snowmobile. 

In order to preserve the cabin and to facilitate public use, the following guidelines have been 

established. 

1. Check the GVHF website for information and contact board member Don Graham to make 

reservations. 

2. Sign and return a General Use Authorization, Release in Full and Indemnifications form. 

3. Obtain maps and aerial photographs of the cabin parcel and the TPL land. 

4. The number of people and motor vehicles which can be on the PROPERTY at any one time is 

limited.  Approximately 6 motor vehicles can park at the cabin.  Any additional vehicles must 

park in the meadow which is several hundred yards to the west of the cabin. 

5. Some uses of the cabin and the cabin parcel are restricted.  These restrictions are spelled out in 
the terms and covenants of the Agreement to Create Restrictive Covenants dated August 6, 
2013 which is between the GVHF and the Board of County Commissioners. 
 

6. Some of these restrictions are as follows:   
a. No industrial or commercial uses or full time residential uses shall be allowed on the 

Cabin Parcel.   
b. There shall be no timber harvesting on the Cabin Parcel, other than for cutting firewood 

for the cabin. 
c. The use of alfalfa or any other type of hay which is not certified as weed free is 

prohibited. 
d. There shall be no off-road use of motorized vehicles, other than for   snowmobile use for 

Nordic activities. 
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e. There shall be no use of the Cabin Parcel during Gunnison Sage Grouse and other formal 
closures affecting the lands adjacent to the Cabin Parcel or the Lost Canyon Road, which 
are imposed by the United States Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, or Gunnison County. 

f. The dumping or accumulation of any kind of trash, sludge, refuse or hazardous waste is 
prohibited. 

g. No loud, dangerous, destructive or otherwise inappropriate uses or activities shall be 
allowed, including but not limited to, shooting ranges, paint ball ranges, feed lots, the 
use of fireworks, helicopter pads, vegetation removal except for road and trail 
maintenance and weed control, and littering. 

h. Smoking in the Cabin is not allowed. 
  

7.      Approved uses may include use as a Nordic skiing hut, an educational or recreational 
retreat for entities such as Western State Colorado University, the RE1J School District, use 
for wilderness training purposes, use by big game hunters and others, use by organizations 
for fundraising and similar events, and use for weddings, receptions and other such events 
with a limited number of invitees. 

a. The Cabin can accommodate up to 15 people for sleeping. 
 

8.     Winter use of the Cabin Parcel from two days after the end of the last regular elk              
hunting season for the Cabin Parcel until March 14 shall be allowed only if restricted as follows:  
Only GVHF guests can use the Cabin Parcel during this time period.  Only one Nordic ski trip to the 
Cabin Parcel shall be allowed each week, with no more than eight participants on each trip.  The 
participants shall be allowed to stay no longer then three nights at the Cabin Parcel.  There may be 
exceptions to this limitation only for emergency purposes.  Only one route shall be used to access 
the Cabin Parcel, and that route shall be the Lost Canyon Road, County Road 743, to the turn off for 
the Cabin Parcel.  Those using the Cabin Parcel for overnight stays shall ski only in locations above 
9,500 feet, except when they are on the Cabin Parcel or skiing into or out of the Cabin Parcel.  There 
shall be no dogs, cats or other domesticated animals, other than service dogs, allowed.  Only the 
Cabin may be used for cooking and/or sleeping purposes during this time period.   

 
9.     The cabin has the following items and supplies:  outhouse, woodburning stove and fireplace, 
firewood, wood splitting maul and axe, 55-gallon drum for ash disposal, liquid candles for lighting, 
small propane cooking stove, 2 cots, 4 bedframes (no mattresses), some kitchen utensils, wash 
basin, first aid kit, smoke detector.  This list is not all inclusive. 

 

10.     Items and supplies you should bring yourself include:  sleeping bag and pad, your own lighting, 
food, water, camping supplies and personal items.     



Wood Stove Instructions 

RESPECT THE STOVE!  --  It is hot and will burn you. 

 

DO NOT BURN: 

 Coal 

 Garbage 

 Cardboard 

 Solvents 

 Treated or painted wood 

 Chemical chimney cleaners 

 Colored paper 

 Any synthetic fuel or logs 

NEVER USE: 

 Gasoline 

 Gasoline-type lantern fuel 

 Kerosene 

 Charcoal lighter fluid 

 

o Do not chop wood on the hearth. 

o To start or revive fire, move primary air control lever.  It should be in far right position.  

Move lever to left to reduce heat output and to increase burn time. 

o Ash pan door must always remain closed during operation.  Burning the stove with the 

ash pan door open will overfire the stove and cause interior damage. 

o Never build or allow fire to rest directly on the glass.  Allow at least one inch clearance 

between glass and wood. 

o Once the stove has reached a surface temperature range of between 400 and 600 

degrees (see thermometer on top of stove), adjust the primary air control lever as 

necessary to generate the heat output and burn time desired. 

o Dispose of ash in 55-gallon drum outside. 

 

ENJOY THE WARMTH! 

 



GENERAL USE AUTHORIZATION, RELEASE IN FULL AND INDEMNIFICATIONS 
 

WHEREAS, the undersigned (the “Accessor”) desires to enter onto and temporarily 
occupy for the purposes specified herein certain real property (the “Property”), owned by the 
Gunnison Valley Housing Foundation, a Colorado nonprofit corporation (“the GVHF”) or The 
Trust for Public Land, a California nonprofit public benefit corporation (“TPL”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Property is being managed by GVHF who schedules and oversees the 

use of the Property; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Accessor has either previously entered onto and temporarily used the 
Property when it was owned by GVHF’s and TPL’s predecessor in interest, and/or  Accessor is 
familiar with the terrain and all the inherent dangers associated with the Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Accessor shall, and is only permitted by GVHF or TPL to, access and use 
the Property in compliance with any and all applicable federal, state and local laws and 
regulations and this authority; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to allow Accessor to occupy and use the Property for the purposes 
of ___________________________________________________________ (the “Uses”), TPL 
and GVHF require that Accessor execute this Release and Indemnification in favor of  TPL and 
GVHF, their officers, directors, employees, agents, volunteers and attorneys (collectively the 
“Indemnities”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, by its signature below, GVHF and TPL, grants permission to the Accessor 
without charge or fee to access and use the Property for the Uses. 
 
 Therefore, it is hereby STIPULATED AND AGREED by and among Accessor, the GVHF 
and/or TPL, as follows: 
 
 In consideration of GVHF and TPL permitting Accessor to access, use and occupy the 
Property from _________________, 20__ to __________________, 20__, solely for the 
purposes of the Uses, the undersigned does hereby for himself or herself, and his or her heirs, 
executors, personal representatives, administrators, successors and assigns, release, acquit 
and forever discharge the Indemnities, from any and all claims, actions, causes of action, 
demands, rights, damages, costs and expenses, including reasonable attorneys’ fees, whether 
based in tort, contract or other theory of recovery which Accessor, his or her family members, or 
guests, now have or may have in the future on account of, or in any way growing out of, any and 
all known and unknown, foreseen and unforeseen injuries, or causes of death or damages and 
the consequences thereof arising from, in connection with or relating to Accessor’s use of 
and/or presence on the Property, or the use of and/or presence on the Property by Accessor’s 
family members or guests. 
 
 Further, Accessor hereby indemnifies and holds harmless the Indemnities from any and 
all claims, actions, causes of action, demands, rights, damages, costs and expenses, including 
reasonable attorneys’ fees, whether based in tort, contract or other theory of recovery which 
Accessor, his or her family members or guests now have or may have in the future on account 
of or in any way growing out of any and all known and unknown, foreseen and unforeseen 
damages, injuries, or causes of death and the consequences thereof  arising from, in 
connection with or relating to Accessor’s use of and/or presence on the Property. 
 



 In making and agreeing to this Release and Indemnification, Accessor has not relied on 
statements or representations by Indemnities as to any matters whatsoever.  Accessor has 
relied upon his or her own judgment and/or advise of his or her own counsel.  This instrument 
shall be interpreted without favoring either party and is clear and unambiguous and no parol or 
other evidence shall be admitted to construe or interpret its terms. 
 
Date:________, 2015              Signature _______________________(Accessor) 
 
     Printed Name______________________ 
 
 
 GVHF, 

a Colorado nonprofit corporation 
 

By:  

 
Date:  Jan. 1, 2015 
 
 
Please mail or deliver to: 
 
Tim Wohlgenant 
Colorado and Southwest Director 
The Trust for Public Land 
1410 Grant Street, suite D210 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
and 
 
Don Graham 
107 Shavano Dr., #A-4 
Gunnison, CO 81230 







2015 Unit 55 Hunting Seasons

Deer limited archery August 29 - September 27 30 days Buck

Deer limited muzzleloader September 12 - September 20 9 days Buck

Deer limited rifle October 17 - October 25 9 days Buck; doe

Deer limited rifle October 31 - November 8 9 days Buck; doe

Deer limited rifle November 11 - November 15 5 days Buck

Elk limited archery August 29 - September 27 30 days Either sex

Elk limited muzzleloader September 12 - September 20 9 days Either sex; cow

Elk limited rifle October 10 - October 14 5 days Bull; cow

Elk limited rifle October 17 - October 25 9 days Cow

Elk limited rifle October 31 - November 8 9 days Cow

Elk limited rifle November 11 - November 15 5 days Either sex; cow

Elk Over-the-Counter October 17 - October 25 9 days Bull

Elk Over-the-Counter October 31 - November 8 9 days Bull

Application deadline - April 7

Draw results posted online by May 29
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